B6

HOME

| THE STRAITS TIMES | WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 2019 |

Above: Madam Fong Wai Kheng, who got married at the age of 24, believes her
nurturing nature was shaped by her childhood. Her parents provided a loving
environment for the family. PHOTO: COURTESY OF FONG WEI KHENG
Left: The 64-year-old has been recognised by the Ministry of Social and Family
Development for her fostering duties. Last year, she received the Outstanding
Volunteer Award from the ministry. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE KIAT

MERDEKA GENERATION
Know a Singaporean born in the
1950s who has lived a storied
life? E-mail us at
rahimahr@sph.com.sg

MerdekaGeneration

Mother of all jobs: Foster mum
of 19 years is still going strong
While the pioneer leaders were the architects
of Singapore, everyday heroes helped build
society here. This is another story of our
Merdeka Generation, those born in the
1950s who lived and persevered through
a tumultuous period.
Rahimah Rashith
Like every mother, Madam Fong
Wai Kheng insists she has no
favourite among the 20 children she
has looked after.
Two of her children are her own –
a son, 33, and a 32-year-old daughter – but the 64-year-old housewife
has been a mother to 18 foster children as well.
“I love them like my own kids. I am
a mother to all of them,” said

Madam Fong, who was born in 1955
and is a member of the Merdeka
Generation.
Many of the children she looked after were from troubled families, and
some were victims of neglect or
even abuse.
Being a foster parent is not without challenges, said Madam Fong,
but even after 19 years, she has no
plans to stop. She said she is lucky because when her own children were
younger, they helped with work
around the home so that she could

focus on the foster children. They remain supportive of her.
Madam Fong, whose husband
died in 2006, lives with her daughter in a three-room flat in Ang Mo
Kio.
She believes her nurturing nature
was shaped by her childhood.
Madam Fong came from a humble
family that lived on a farm in Jurong,
rearing pigs and ducks. To supplement their income, her father also
worked in a jewellery shop so that
his wife could focus on Madam Fong
and her four sisters.
“We did not have much. But we
had each other. We were happy with
what we had,” she said. “My parents
provided a loving environment for
us to live in. I wanted to share this
joy of family with other children.”
After completing her O levels, she
picked up sewing and book-keeping
and, at the age of 20, joined the workforce. She first worked as a clerk and

three years later, handled the financial accounts for a company.
She got married when she was 24
years old and moved into a flat in
Bendemeer. Soon after, she stopped
working to care for her two children.
Her interest in fostering was
sparked by her mother-in-law, who
was once a foster parent also. “I saw
how she cared for the children. And
I made up my mind that it was something I wanted to do eventually,” she
said, adding that her husband supported her interest too.
Her first foster child was a oneyear-old boy, and it was an experience that changed her life.
“When he first came to my home,
he cried every day,” said Madam
Fong. “He wanted to be hugged and
carried all the time. I spent a lot of
time with him. I hugged him to
make him feel secure. I played with
him the whole day. Over time, he be-

came happier,” she said.
After about six months, the child
was returned to his family. “Even
though I spent only about half a year
with him, when he returned to his
family, I cried. I really missed him.”
Sad as it was, the experience encouraged her to continue fostering.
The longest a child has been with
her is about 10 years.
Madam Fong said fostering has
made her aware that, while she
cares deeply for the children, she
must be ready to let them go when
the time comes. “I miss them. But I
am happy for them when they are reunited with their families,” she said.
“It is a bittersweet moment.”
She keeps minimal contact with
her foster children who have returned home. “They should be given
the space to bond with their families,” she said. “I want these children
to know that there are people out
there who do love and care for them,
and want them to feel that they are
not alone at any point in their lives.”
Fostering can be tough. She recalled caring for a teenage boy who
had mood swings and did not know
how to control his emotions. “With
some patience and love, he blossomed into a respectful and resilient
young man,” said Madam Fong,
adding that the child eventually received awards for good character.
She has also had her fair share of
teenager issues. “When I advise the
older ones, sometimes they will ask
why I keep repeating myself,”

18
Number of children Madam Fong has
fostered. She has two of her own.

laughed Madam Fong. “If they talk
back, I will be patient. But if I am upset, I will go and do some gardening
outside my home.”
“I really love children, and find
them endearing.
“When it gets tough, I think about
the deep bond I have forged with my
children over the years and that motivates me to push on and not give
up,” said Madam Fong.
“I also feel proud when my foster
children grow into fine young men
and women.”
One of the children she looked after is now studying in a university. “I
feel that by caring for them, I have
empowered them to carve out their
own paths,” she added.
Madam Fong has been recognised
by the Ministry of Social and Family
Development for her fostering duties. Last year, she received the Outstanding Volunteer Award.
The ministry holds regular roadshows to promote fostering, with
one taking place at Causeway Point
from Friday to Sunday.
Madam Fong is now looking after
a 17-year-old boy, and has no plans
to stop working as a foster parent.
“There are many children out
there who are struggling and living
in difficult families. Many of them
lack safe homes to live in,” she said.
“I encourage parents to step forward to provide these children with
a safe and warm home.”
rahimahr@sph.com.sg

Police to get extra eyes and ears on public transport
Renee Neo

Above (from left): Mr Kenneth Chan, Mr Robert
Abrams and Mr Alvin Tan are among the first
volunteers in the Singapore Police Force’s
Riders-On-Watch (ROW) scheme. Those who sign
up for the scheme will receive a limited edition
ez-link card (left). ST PHOTOS: ONG WEE JIN

Lost in translation?

Tamil Murasu
provides
translation from
English to Tamil,
proof reading and
typesetting
services for
posters / brochures
Please call: Mrs Muthu 6319 4062
email: cmuthu@sph.com.sg

The police have launched a scheme
for ordinary people to be their eyes
and ears for incidents that occur on
public transport.
These Riders-On-Watch (ROW)
will help keep a lookout for persons
of interest or someone who needs
help when they receive alerts by text
or WhatsApp about such incidents.
They could be crimes such as outrage of modesty, or mishaps.
ROW volunteers may receive descriptions of an alleged offender’s
physical appearance or pictures
from surveillance footage. Their job
is then to help the police by report-

ing back if they see something.
The first ROW will be the 15 people who received awards yesterday
at the Woodlands Police Division
for their public-spirited acts on public transport this year, as well as
four awardees from last year.
In one incident, three men helped
to apprehend a man who had molested a woman at Somerset MRT
station on June 14. The victim was
confronting her molester when he
punched her in the face to get away.
Mr Alvin Tan, 39, and Mr Robert
Abrams, 41, colleagues at a tech
firm, jumped into action to shield
her and prevent the man from escaping. Mr Kenneth Chan, 42, a hairstylist at a nearby salon, heard the com-

motion and helped to chase and pin
him down.
For Mr Abrams, stepping in to
help was a natural reaction. He said:
“You can’t just see a man punch a
woman and not do anything.”
He also supports the ROW
scheme, as “everyday people should
take ownership of their own safety
and that of their neighbours”.
Mr Amrin Amin, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Home Affairs who was guest of honour at the
award ceremony and launch of the
scheme by the Singapore Police
Force’s Public Transport Security
Command (TransCom), said that
with more commuters in the coming years as train lines and bus

routes are added, public transport
will likely be a target for terror and
crime.
Last year, 7.54 million trips were
made daily on average on buses and
trains. TransCom officers made 723
arrests for various offences.
Mr Amin said: “The policemen
and women cannot be everywhere;
thus we want to call on the public to
be our force multipliers.”
Members of the public can sign up
by scanning the QR code on posters
at public transport nodes or on postcards handed out by TransCom officers at MRT stations. They can also
sign up on the SPF website.
reneeneo@sph.com.sg
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