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Government’s Best Start in
Life Champion at
Department for Education,
England, United Kingdom

Sue Robb OBE is the Department of Education ’s Best Start
in Life Champion, supporting ministers and government to
help drive progress towards meeting the department’s
mission opportunity of giving every child the best start in life.

An internationally respected early childhood leader, Sue
brings decades of experience shaping quality, pedagogy, and
policy across the United Kingdom and Australia. A former
teacher, headteacher, and Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS) lead inspector, she has held major strategic roles -
most recently, as Chief Children’s Officer at Goodstart Early
Learning, Australia’s largest non-for-profit early learning
organisation.

Professor Iram Siraj, OBE
Emeritus Professor, Senior
Research Fellow at Jesus
College, University of
Oxford, Distinguished
Visiting Research Professor
at University of Maynooth,
Ireland and Honorary
Visiting Professor,
Melbourne University

An internationally recognised expert in early childhood
education, Professor Iram Siraj OBE has led pioneering
research on early learning, teaching quality and educational
leadership. She was NIE’s inaugural Lee Sing Kong
Professor in Early Childhood Education in 2023 and has
participated in academic engagements in Singapore.

Professor Iram chairs the Technical Expert Group for the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) International Early Learning and Child Well-being
Study (2017-2026) and developed internationally used rating
scales to assess and improve early years practice. She has
also advised government agencies and international
organisations, including United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Bank.




Professor Jane Page OAM
Associate Director of the
REEaCh Centre (Research
in Effective Education in
Early Childhood), Faculty of
Education at University of
Melbourne

Professor Jane Page OAM brings more than four decades of
experience across early childhood teaching, leadership and
research. She previously taught in the Bachelor of Early
Childhood Studies (International) programme, a joint initiative
between the University of Melbourne and the Singapore
Institute of Management.

Professor Jane’s research focuses on driving high-quality
early childhood education and equitable learning outcomes
for children. She has led projects with national and state
governments, including developing professional learning
interventions, co-designing a Continuity of Learning
Framework, a Transitions Position Statement, and an Early
Years Learning and Assessment Tool (EYALT), and was a
member of the national consortia Australian Learning
Frameworks Update.

Professor Mugyeong
Moon

Senior Research Fellow,
Education Research
Institute, Seoul National
University, Academic
Research Professor, Kyung
Hee University and
Emeritus Research Fellow,
Korea Institute of Child
Care and Education, Seoul,
Korea

Professor Mugyeong Moon served for two decades at the
Korea Institute of Child Care and Education (KICCE),
including as Director of International Research and Data
Analysis, contributing to major Korean government policy
initiatives such as national five-year Early Childhood
Education and Care (ECEC) plans, curriculum development,
and kindergarten and childcare evaluation. She was actively
engaged in the OECD ECEC Network for over 20 years as
Korea’s national coordinator and Vice-Chair.

Professor Moon has also contributed to UNESCO, Asia-
Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood (ARNEC),
Pacific Early Childhood Education Research Association
(PECERA), and regional initiatives, including the Southeast
Asian Early Childhood Care and Education Teacher
Competency Framework. Her recent research focuses on
ECEC integration, climate and digital policy, play-based
curriculum and international early childhood development
cooperation.




Associate Professor Yang
Weipeng

Associate Professor,
Department of Early
Childhood Education,
Associate Director, Al, Brain
and Child Research Centre
and Assistant Co-Director,
Academy for Applied Policy
Studies and Education
Futures at The Education
University of Hong Kong

Associate Professor Yang Weipeng’s research focuses on
empowering children and educators to use artificial
intelligence (Al) and digital technologies ethically and
effectively. His work also examines the design and evaluation
of culturally and developmentally appropriate Al tools, as well
as innovations in early childhood curriculum.

Associate Professor Yang previously lectured at the
Singapore University of Social Sciences. He has served as
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Research in Childhood
Education and currently holds editorial roles with the British
Journal of Educational Technology, Early Childhood
Research Quarterly, Al, Brain and Child, and the Journal for
the Study of Education and Development. He is a member of
the British Curriculum Forum (BCF) Steering Group.




