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KEEPING FAMILIES SAFE

Assessing and Managing Risk

This series will explore 6 areas
of practice that will support
good case management in

Family Social Work.

Risk : the likelihood of undesirable events or outcomes
occurring in a given situation.

For families, thisS can mean Examples of risk include:

1. Harm towards or by Family Members e Family Violence

n g 2. Harm towards Self * Self Harm
e Exploitation by members of

’ 3. Harm towards or by the Community e e

Workers can Gauge how likely the family will be in harm's way by
conducting good and comprehensive RiSk ASseSSments . /0

This iS done by examining both behaviours and circumstances Q

that contribute to the likelihood of risk.

.................................. For Example,

For families with eldercare responsibilities,
workers might want to use a risk assessment
specifically designed to assess elder

Using multiple assessment
frameworks with different risk

considerations will allow us to o .
Ficientl ider th ¢ vulnerability issues and a separate risk
S ElEinily ol .er €range o assessment for the caregiver assessing
the subject. likelihood of burnout, to have a better

"""""""""""""""""" understanding of the situation.

After the worker has completed the assessment, they
can proceed to MANAGE the situation with a SAFETY PLAN. ‘

One framework workersS can take inSpiration from is the
Signs of Safety Approach

e How safe is the family (on a scale of 1 These questions provide a
t010)? simple framework for workers
* What are we worried about? to consider both the protective

and risk factors when planning

* What's working well and what's not?
for safety.

* What needs to change to make
things better?

Infographic by MSF ODSW 2018
Information adapted from:
https://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide 18/natureofassessment/riskassessment.asp
http://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Resources/Documents/Policies%20and%20Frameworks/SignsOfSafetyFramework2011.pdf
http://hub.careinspectorate.com/media/109497/sg-national-risk-framework-to-support-assessment.pdf



