12 July 2014

MEDIA RELEASE
MOVES TO ENCOURAGE SINGAPOREANS
TO MAKE LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
OPG Application Fee Waived for 2 Years;
Application Form and Submission Made Easier

The Office of the Public Guardian (OPG) announced that it will waive its $50
application fee for registration of the Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) for two years from
1 September 2014 for Singaporeans. At the same time, applications will be made
easier with a simplified form and postal submission process.
Waiver of LPA Form 1 Application Fee
2.
The LPA is a legal instrument, provided for under the Mental Capacity Act. It
enables individuals to appoint a person(s) they trust to decide and act on their behalf if
they should lose the capacity to make their own decisions.
3.
To encourage more Singaporeans to plan ahead with an LPA to protect their own
interests, the OPG will waive its $50 registration fee for LPA Form 1 applications for two
years from 1st September 2014 for Singaporeans. More than 97% of Singaporeans
who register LPAs with the OPG use Form 1. They will benefit from this change.
4.
With this move, applicants will only need to pay professional fees charged by
LPA certificate issuers such as accredited general practitioners, lawyers, and
psychiatrists, engaged to witness the LPA applications.
Simplified LPA Form
5.
From 1st September 2014, the OPG will also introduce a simplified LPA Form 1.
The revised form uses less legal and technical jargon to make it simpler to understand.
Information has been streamlined, and rarely used provisions have been removed from
the form.
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6.
The simplified form was proposed by a committee chaired by retired High Court
Judge Mr Goh Joon Seng. Members of the Committee include Public Guardian Board
Members Mr Wong Meng Meng and Mr Ng Heng Fatt, Commissioner for the
Maintenance of Parents Mr Khoo Oon Soo, and Professor of Law at Singapore
Management University Professor Tang Hang Wu.
7.
Mr Richard Magnus, Chairman of the Public Guardian Board said, “We thank the
public for their feedback and suggestions regarding the form. The Committee has
simplified the form without losing the legal essentials. Together with the waiver of the
registration fees, it will make LPA applications more accessible for Singaporeans.”
More convenient mode of LPA submission
8.
From 1 September 2014, the OPG will also accept LPA applications via post.
SingPost will provide free postal service for all LPA submissions via Business Reply
Service for two years. “SingPost is pleased to support OPG’s mission to encourage
more Singaporeans to make their LPAs. I hope availing SingPost’s service through its
extensive postal network will provide a faster and more convenient mode for
Singaporeans to submit their LPA applications.” said Mr Lim Ho Kee, Chairman,
SingPost.
9.
Mr Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Social and Family Development said, “The OPG
has been actively reaching out to the public to create awareness of the LPA. I hope the
initiatives announced today will encourage more Singaporeans to plan for their future
with an LPA.”
10.
For more information on the revised LPA Forms, please refer to the following
Annexes:

Attachments:

Annex A
Annex B
Annex C
Annex D
Annex E

:
:
:
:
:

Information Sheet
Revised LPA Form 1
Revised LPA Form 2
LPA Application Form
Transition Plan for new LPA Forms

****
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ISSUED BY
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT

About the Mental Capacity Act
The Mental Capacity Act (‘MCA’ or ‘the Act’) enables adult Singaporeans to appoint
proxy decision makers or donees to act in their best interests in the event they should
lose mental capacity. The appointment is made through a Lasting Power of Attorney
(LPA) which has to be registered with the Office of Public Guardian (OPG). Donees can
be appointed to act in either of two broad categories, or both – personal welfare or
property & affairs matters. The Act also provides safeguards to protect the vulnerable
person and his caregivers. More information is available from OPG’s website:
www.publicguardian.gov.sg.

About the Lasting Power of Attorney
The Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal document which allows a person who is
at least 21 years of age (‘donor’), to voluntarily appoint one or more persons (‘donee[s]’)
he trusts to make decisions and act on his behalf if he should lose capacity to make his
own decisions. An LPA has to be registered with the OPG.

About the Office of the Public Guardian
The Office of the Public Guardian, a division of the Ministry of Social and Family
Development, supports the Public Guardian whose primary role is to strengthen
protection for the interests of persons who lack mental capacity within the framework of
the MCA.
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