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A for
Good
Start
A Good Start
Every Child

for Every Child

Minister Desmond Lee shared details of the preschool enhancements announced at National
Day Rally 2019.MAKING
Here’s aQUALITY
snapshot
PRESCHOOLS MORE AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE
MORE FAMILIES TO PAY LESS FOR PRESCHOOL

More families to enjoy
Additional Subsidy
and Kindergarten Fee
Assistance Scheme (KiFAS)
Increase monthly household
income ceiling for means-tested
subsidies to $12,000*

Higher preschool
subsidies across
all eligible income tiers

Maintain fee caps
for Anchor and
Partner Operators

Lower-income families will
receive higher subsidies

Lower fee cap for childcare
Partner Operator scheme from
Jan 2021. To lower fee caps
further in the medium term so
that full-day childcare expenses
(before means-tested subsidies)
is about primary school fees plus
after-school fees

* Increase from the current monthly household income ceiling of $7,500 for Additional Subsidy (to support working mothers for childcare and infant care at all
ECDA-licensed childcare centres) and $6,000 for KiFAS (for kindergartens run by Anchor Operators and MOE).

MORE FAMILIES TO BENEFIT FROM QUALITY AND AFFORDABLE GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED PRESCHOOLS
Full-day preschool
capacity has doubled
to almost 180,000 places
today, from 90,000 in 2012.
This will grow to over 200,000
places over the next few years

The Partner Operator
scheme will be
extended to more childcare
centres and a small number of
quality kindergartens in 2021

By around 2025, 80%
of preschoolers can
have a place in a governmentsupported preschool operated
by Anchor Operators, Partner
Operators, or MOE. This is
an increase from just over
50% today

WHAT FAMILIES MIGHT PAY?
Families of Singapore citizen children enrolled in all ECDA-licensed childcare centres receive Basic Subsidy for
childcare and infant care. They may also receive Additional Subsidy if they meet the eligibility criteria. Families
of Singapore citizen children enrolled in kindergartens run by Anchor Operators and MOE may qualify for KiFAS.
With the enhanced subsidies from January 2020, the following are some examples of what families might
pay for preschool programmes, assuming that the child is enrolled in an Anchor Operator centre.# Details at:
www.ecda.gov.sg/Pages/Subsidies-and-Financial-Assistance.aspx

Dual-income family
with monthly
household income of^

Family A

Family B

$3,000

Family C

$5,000

$8,000

Family D

$12,000

For full-day childcare services by an Anchor Operator, with fees of $770* per month

$300

Basic Subsidy
Maximum Additional
Subsidy

After enhanced subsidies,
family pays

$467

(compared to
$400 today)

$3

(compared to
$70 today)

$340

$190

(compared to
$100 today)

$130

(compared to
$370 today)

(not eligible
today)

$280

(compared to
$470 today)

$80

(not eligible
today)

$390

(compared to
$470 today)

For kindergarten services by an Anchor Operator, with fees of $171* per month
Maximum KiFAS

After enhanced subsidies,
family pays

$170

(compared to
$165 today)

$1

(compared to
$6 today)

$71

$111

(not eligible
today)

(compared to
$60 today)

$60

(compared to
$111 today)

$100

(compared to
$171 today)

$21

(not eligible
today)

$150

(compared to
$171 today)

For full-day infant care services by an Anchor Operator, with fees of $1,364* per month

$600

Basic Subsidy
Maximum Additional
Subsidy

After enhanced subsidies,
family pays

$710

(compared to
$500 today)

$54

(compared to
$264 today)

$500

(compared to
$200 today)

$264

(compared to
$564 today)

$240

(not eligible
today)

$524

(compared to
$764 today)

#

The amount that families pay will differ for preschools that charge different fees.

^

Larger families with three or more dependants can continue to have their income assessed on a per capita basis, which may allow
them to qualify for higher means-tested subsidies.

$40

(not eligible
today)

$724

(compared to
$764 today)
Scan this QR code
for more details

*Fees after GST. Assumes fees are at the applicable fee caps for Anchor Operators.
The Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA) serves as the regulatory
and developmental authority for the early childhood sector in Singapore.
www.ecda.gov.sg

Faces of MSFCares
Supporting caregivers and persons without mental capacity
FACES OF

MSFCares

Priscilla explaining to her father the importance of making a Lasting Power of Attorney
Since Priscilla Tan’s father was diagnosed with dementia, their roles have reversed. She is now “more like his
parent”, she says. Learn how the community is looking at ways to give more support to caregivers like Priscilla
and improve safeguards for persons without mental capacity. Read more.

Honouring extraordinary employees with disabilities
FACES OF

MSFCares

Angalamma attending to couples at the Registry of Marriages
What makes a workplace inclusive? Hear from one of our winners at this year’s Enabling Employers Awards,
organised by SG Enable. Exemplary Employee Angalamma d/o Marimuthu sets an example for resilience as a
customer service officer at the Registry of Marriages. Read more.

I choose family time, how about you?

The annual My Family Weekend by the Families for Life Council is back again from 6 to 8 September 2019.
Employers are encouraged to pledge their support and put in place family-friendly initiatives in the workplace
such as telecommuting and organising a ‘Bring Your Family to Work Day’ on 6 September 2019 which coincides
with the school holiday to celebrate Teachers’ Day. Look forward to a host of family bonding activities! Visit
www.familiesforlife.sg

Have ideas and feedback on our newsletter? Write to us at corpcomms@msf.gov.sg

